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 Look at the scene in the Gospel today.  Two fishing boats come in to shore where Jesus is 

preaching.  Jesus just gets into one of the boats - no invite.  Probably a practical thing.  He might 

have had his back to the water with people pushing in to hear him - a floating pulpit might be just 

what was called for.   Simon (who will later be named Peter) does not stop him; doesn’t say “hey 

buddy, I got work to do here.”   What was Jesus saying that day?  It wasn’t recorded.  It may 

have made Simon think.  When Jesus suggests that Simon go out fishing again,  you’d guess he 

would be saying to himself “What does this guy know about fishing anyway?”  I’ll bet that 

Simon’s usual response would be to tell him to stick to teaching and he’ll handle the fishing.  But 

for some reason Simon responds: “Master, we have worked hard all night and have caught 

nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.”   When they catch a huge number of fish, 

Simon knows enough about his business to know that something real strange and miraculous has 

just happened.  Something about this catch combined with whatever Jesus had been saying 

scared Simon (and I’ll bet not much scared him); Jesus has to reassure him: Do not be afraid he 

says.  Then this burley, rough, tough working man drops to his knees at the feet of the teacher 

and says he is not worthy, and asks Jesus to leave.  

What can we leanr from this exchange between Jesus and Simon Peter?  First, Simon is 

open to Jesus (and allows him on the boat), he listens to Jesus (and it seems to make him think), 

he follows what Jesus tells him to do (event ought it doesn’t make sense to him), and he 

recognizes his own failings (and it brings him on his knees to Jesus).  In being open to Jesus, and 

in listening to Him, Simon begins to see the possibilities of who Jesus is.  In following Jesus’ 

directions, he sees proof that this guy is the real deal.  Simon seems to sense that Jesus is more 

than an ordinary man.  Simon begins the encounter by addressing Jesus as “Master” or “teacher” 

- after the catch of fish he calls him “Lord” - this is the first time in this Gospel that Jesus is 

addressed by that title.  He also may have gathered by what Jesus was preaching that he would 

be called to follow Jesus as a disciple - maybe this scared him the most.

Such a demand to follow where God calls is reminiscent of God’s call to Abraham (who 

follows in complete faith that God would provide the unseen things He promised), it reminds of 

the call of Moses (who thought he was not skilled enough for the task) or the call of Jeremiah 

(who thought he was too young and inexperienced to be taken seriously).  His a similar way, 



Simon acknowledges his sinfulness and argues that he is not up to the task Jesus was calling him 

to.  But we also have to realize that Jesus is calling all of us to some tasks, some mission that is 

suited to us - but Jesus calls us anyway.  We may feel unskilled for the task, we may feel that our 

faith is too weak, that we are too young - or too old - or not smart enough.  Jesus was not put off 

by Simon’s inadequacies, and He’s not put off with yours … why … because God can overcome 

these.  He gives Abraham the strength to follow, He gives Moses Aaron to act as his mouthpiece 

(and a real nifty staff), he gives Jeremiah a wisdom and abilities beyond his years and protects 

him from his enemies.

Our sin is an obstacle to following Jesus for sure - and our sin will stand in the way of the 

good things that God is trying to give us and the things that God wants to work through us.  

Simon knew this and thought his sin would get in the way too much.  In the first reading Isaiah is 

being called by God and he is afraid that he is too unclean to be in the presence of God, and 

certainly can’t carry God’s message to others.  But God has the remedy … God can cleanse our 

sins.  The angel touching Isaiah on the lips with the burning coal reminds us of the sacraments of 

Baptism (which cleanses us and places the Spirit within us), Confirmation (which unlocks the 

gifts of that Spirit so we can do what God asks), Eucharist (which touches our lips, gives us 

strength and nourishment, and takes away minor sins), and Reconciliation and Anointing (which 

clean us, restore us, and prepare us to go back into the world - or - to go and meet the Lord).

In the end, both Simon and Isaiah receive an invitation to follow the Lord, and both did. 

Isaiah tells us: Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for 

us?” “Here I am,” I said; “send me!”  It’s like the words just burst out of his mouth.  Simon 

(later to be called Peter), is less a man of words and more of a man of action - he just leaves 

everything and follows Jesus.  Both give an example to us.  An example to let Jesus on board our 

boat (even when we are tired or have other things to do), to listen to Jesus (when we could let 

ourselves be distracted), to do the things He asks (even when they don’t make sense to us, or we 

think we know better), to let other things go so that we can follow.  We also need to recognize the 

barrier our sin places to following Jesus, how it blocks building a personal relationship with 

Him, and stands in the way of receiving the good things God wishes to give.  Let us approach the 

sacraments as eagerly as Isaiah allowed the angel to touch his lips,  let us recognize both our 

limitations and Jesus’ power to overcome these limitation, and let us not hold back to follow 

Jesus where He leads.   Jesus told Simon Do not be afraid.  We should not be afraid that in 

following Jesus and fishing for people, all our needs will also be met besides.


